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ACACIA HALL REDEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION RESULTS AND NEXT STEPS

Town, Princes and Brent Wards

1. Summary

1.1 This report sets out the results of the public consultation on the Acacia Hall site 
redevelopment proposals, and requests consent to go to tender at the 
appropriate time, subject to the capital budget being approved by the General 
Assembly of the Council as part of the budget making process.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the results of the public consultation at Appendix A to the report, be 
noted.

2.2 That the Officer assessment of the responses to the public consultation, as set 
out in Appendix A to the report, be noted.

2.3 That the Strategic Director (Internal Services) be granted delegated authority 
to tender the works at the appropriate time, subject to the capital budget being 
set by the General Assembly of the Council.

3. Background and Discussion

Public Consultation

3.1. The Acacia Hall redevelopment proposals were subject to a public 
exhibition held in Dartford Museum, Market Street from 9 January to 
28 January 2017.

3.2. The event was publicised with a press release, with a presence on 
Twitter and other news feeds. Two articles appeared in the local press 
and on the Dartford Messenger’s web news, and the Council’s website 
had an announcement page that received 225 page views.

3.3. Officers were in attendance at the exhibition to answer queries on 17, 
18 and 26 January, and the museum Curator was available for queries 
at other times.

3.4. It is estimated that around 100 members of the public attended the 
exhibition. Out of these, 48 completed a comment card.

3.5. A considerable number of the attendees said they didn’t see any need 
to complete a comment card as they were happy with the proposals.

3.6. The overall response to the consultation has been overwhelmingly 
positive (results summarised in Appendix A). Officers have analysed 
the responses and conclude that is no impact on the design proposals.
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Next Steps

3.7. Subject to approval of this report, the next steps will be to apply for 
planning and Land Drainage consents for the works on the Acacia Hall 
site. In the interim, a planning application for the Cranford Road Depot 
was submitted to the Council as local planning authority, on 31January 
2017.

3.8. The tender for the Depot is anticipated to be let around April/May, so 
that the site is made available for the grounds maintenance decant 
from the old location adjacent to the old fitness studio. This would 
make the Acacia Hall site ready for the demolition works to proceed 
when the main Acacia Hall contract is let. 

3.9. Subject to the agreement of the capital budget, timely approvals of 
planning consent and Land Drainage Consent, it is estimated the 
project will go to tender in early June 2017 with a potential sign off of 
the contract in late July/early August 2018.

3.10. At present, the consultants are estimating a 10 month contract to 
complete the works

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

ED 3. Improve the economic performance of the Town Centre
ET 4. Ensure a high quality street scene

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications The capital programme budget stands at £1.41m 
in 2016/17 and £1.5m in 2017/18. £361,000 is 
currently committed or expended to date and it is 
estimated at this stage that the final scheme and 
associated costs may be of the order of £5m. 
The scheme will be subject to approval of the 
overall Capital Programme in due course. It is 
anticipated that the scheme will be able to be 
funded from capital receipts although other 
funding options are available. 
The scale of improvement to the net costs of 
maintaining Central Park cannot be assessed at 
this stage but are likely to result in a significant 
reduction as income increases and specific costs 
are reduced.

Legal Implications Any detailed proposals will need to be 
considered in the light of the funding conditions 
and the Overage Agreement (Cabinet Minute 82, 
8 December 2016).
Any works on the highway will be subject to a 
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Public Sector Equality 
Duty 

Crime and Disorder duty 

Highways Agreement with Kent County Council.

N/A

Wherever possible, works will comply with 
‘Secured by Design’ principles. This will include 
lighting and new CCTV coverage.

Staffing Implications Staff from the Policy and Corporate Support team 
will be heavily involved through the whole of the 
project up to the reopening of the facility and then 
monitoring the management contract thereafter.

Administrative Implications None

Risk Assessment The major risk at the time of this report is 
securing the capital funding.
Several aspects of the proposals are currently 
dependent on agreement and/or approval with 
statutory bodies such as KCC and the 
Environment Agency. These risks will be 
mitigated and addressed during the detailed 
design and approval process.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Comment card returns and responses

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents consulted Date /
File Ref

Report Author Section and
Directorate

Exempt
Information 
Category

Tony Phillips
(01322) 343269

Policy and 
Corporate 
Support

N/A


